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Introduction

During the past four decades, the Gulf Arab
states did huge investments in the field of
information and communication technology
and established and developed IT systems,
Databases, applications and administrative
records in all government entities to record
individual vital and demographic transactions
as well as population and establishments.
Statistics offices can use these official
administrative records created by the years and
reduce the time and cost of surveys.

Statistics offices need to ensure that the
legislation exist to allow the data producers to
share their data with the NSO, and ensure that
the administrative records coverage and scope
enough for needed data, satisfy the statistics
needs and work closely with the data produces
and develop a plan to enhance the records by
international

adopting and applying the

statistics concepts, definitions and
classifications to get the benefit from them to
create a central statistics data base for
businesses and establishments having

All transaction related to every establishment

from the date of born to death.
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Pre-Frequentists for SBR

O Get the support by the highest authorities in
the country is important for the existence of
a statistical business register for the decision
and policy-makers, and launch an initiative
and a project to improve the relevant
administrative records to the businesses and
establishments and form of a national
working group

O Providing legal and legislative framework
which allows the statistics office to use the
data in statistics.

O Identify the official bodies which owns and
produces the required data and variables.

O Assess the current situation of the related
administrative records in the country, and
identify opportunities to improve these
administrative records to become suitable
for the purpose of statistics.

O Build a two years action plan with the
participation of main data producers.

O Partnership and agreement contracts
between the statistics office and data
producers.

O Unifying Definitions, Classifications and
Concepts at data sources.

O Develop a national statistical system to

collect and retrieve data in a centralized data
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base consist of the minimum needed
variables to publish national indicators and
statistics.

O Provide Financial and Human resources.

Get high level support to initiate the SBR project

and form a national working team.

Businesses and establishments’ data usually
produced by government authorization and
licenses entities. There is no central government
entity that is compiling all the data from
different entities and linking them with each
other, and usually administrative records don’t
fitthe statistical needs. National statistics offices
should work closely with data producers to
improve the data quality and coverage and to
re-design their current databases and work with
them to redesign the administrative records to
fit the statistical purpose so that contain
identification characteristics, data and contacts,
as well as demographic characteristics and
economic characteristics. Number of GCC
countries depended partially or totally on the
administrative records, and conducted an
administrative  Population, Buildings and
Establishments Census in the 2010 census
round. In order to implement 2020
Establishment Census based on administrative
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records, the GCC countries must work from now
on improving the relevant administrative
records so that they become appropriate and
completely ready to conduct the 2020 Census.
There is a need to form a working group made
up of staff who worked in the Economic Census
or surveys, staff from Classifications, staff
working in IT and members from the data
producers or authorization entities. The aim of
the team to ensure available data is enough and
according to standards and definitions, ensure
the readiness of the infrastructure, programs,
databases, and data base is updated and fed
from different parties and fits the purpose of
statistics.

The legal framework

Legislation, laws and regulations that allow the
statistical office to obtain the required data and
use it in statistics, beside conduct sanctions for
violators.

Data Sources

Licensing and authorization authorities create
establishments’ data for all institutional sectors and
legal entities. They license Financial and non-Financial
institutions, governmental entities and non-profit
(households) bodies, according to International

Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC4).
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The Current Situation of Administrative Records
The current status and situation of the
government administrative records must be
evaluated in regards of; what are the existing
variables, how compatible and consistent with
the international definitions, classifications and
data quality. Mechanism of data update,
technical specifications of the automated
systems and programs, and the existing tools,
enhancements needed should be identified, to
ensure administrative data will fit the purpose
of statistics and can be linked and shared with
the statistics office.

Building a national action plan

The National work group, in the light of the
recommendations of the assessment of the
current status of administrative records report,
to build a national action plan for two years with
the participation of the data producers with
clear roles and responsibilities for each entity to
develop a system and a centralized statistical
establishments,

database of businesses

maintained by the national statistics office.
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Partnership and Contracts
To ensure the NSO can obtain the required data
on the appropriate format and time, it is
important to have contract agreements and
signing of (MoUs) with the concerned data
sources, taking in consideration to cover at least
the following;

- Share aggregated and raw data from
administrative records, research and surveys
with the national statistics office.

- Agree on a mechanism for data and metadata
format, exchange and getting the updates.

- Introduce data quality and audit controls in
automated systems with the data producers.

- Training of staff for producing data to
improve data quality to become more
suitable for the purpose of statistical.

- Develop a mechanism with the data
producers to correct data errors in their
databases in the event of discovery by the
National Statistics office.

create their

- Government agencies to

databases and administrative records
containing all establishments that they
authorize their activities, and completing the
missing variables required by the statistical

office.
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Unifying  Definitions, Classifications and
Concepts at data sources.

Unifying of definitions, concepts and
classifications, methodologies and even coding
systems in various government data sources is
very important to build a national statistical
system. The national statistics office should
initiate unifying of definitions, concepts and
classifications, and even coding systems with
various government data sources, and agree
with them enhance their systems and registers
to adopt the changes required to allow data
exchange with local, regional and international
bodies, and produce the national statistics and
indicators.

Develop a national statistical system to collect
and retrieve data in a centralized data base
consist of the minimum needed variables to

publish national indicators and statistics.

The minimum variables for SBR were identified
and agreed, these variables will cover the
identification characteristics, contacts such as
names, addresses and contact telephone
numbers and e-mail addresses and
geographical  coordinates, as well as

demographic characteristics, such as the

establishment date of registration, and the
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expiry date of the license as well as the closure
date of the activity and establishment status of
work. Also economic characteristics such as the
institutional sector, the legal form and economic
activity, capital, expenses, revenues and the
number of workers and employees ... etc.

The data base should include at a minimum the
following variables: Establishment ID, CR
number, VAT number, establishment Name
(Arabic / English)/ Address and communication
details, geographic coordinates / established
number (reference) at the municipal registry,
established number (reference) at the electricity
and water record, main and secondary
economic activity (ISIC4), main and secondary
economic activity (ISIC3.1), establishment
nationality,  establishment ~ work  state,
establishment type, registration date, date of
the start of actual activity, license expiry date,
closing activity date, paid-up capital, national
capital ratio, GCC capital ratio, foreign capital
ratio, owner ID, owner passport, owner name,
owner nationality, owner gender, owner shares,
manager name, manager communication
details, annual income, annual operating
expenses, annual salaries and annual wages,

Total number of employees, statistics ID in the

absence of a national ID number.
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Financial and Human resources 4 yddly U 5,16l
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Abbreviations used in the Document

Statistical Business Register SBR Sl Jlae¥l Jzxao
National Statistics Office NSO Ghsll cbas¥l 3850/ s
Identification Number ID il @ 8,]1
Gulf Cooperation Council GCC TS TIPS pywiEs
Value Added Tax VAT aalall 4oall Loy
International Standard Industrial Classification ISIC @.«zj Jg_dl LngA' ayigaill
of All Economic Activities, Rev.4 @\)J\ @.a_ul\ I RN PIAN
Commercial Registration CR Syl !
Memorandum of Understanding MOU ©alas 8,Se
Information Technology IT Sloglall aaas




